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Much like Lake Wabasha in the classic 
movie Grumpy Old Men starring Walter 
Matthau and Jack Lemmon, Lake Lida 
becomes a small village of shanties dur-
ing ice fishing season.  

Those shanties or fish houses are still 
popular, but today, many are deluxe ice 
camp trailers. As fancy as fishing units 
have become with better ice fishing 
equipment, one thing hasn’t changed: Ice 
fishing is still on water with no waste dis-
posal or sewer system. Everything 
brought on the ice needs to be taken off 
the ice. 

Lida Lakes is a popular destination in 
the area for ice fishing, with over 200 ice 
houses at season’s peak. Lida is one of 
the larger lakes of the 1,048 in Otter Tail 
County.  

Interestingly, Otter Tail County holds 
the distinction of not only having the 
most lakes of any county in Minnesota 
but also the most lakes in one county in 
the nation! Hopefully, through efforts of 
the Lida Lakes Improvement District 
(LLID), Keep It Clean Coalition MN, the 
State of Minnesota, local entrepreneurs, 
and those who fish Lida, it will remain 
one of the cleanest lakes. 

Keep It Clean MN was started as a 
grassroots effort two years ago by Lake 
of the Woods. During the 2022-2023 ice 
fishing season, the Keep It Clean Coali-
tion grew from three lakes to over fifty.  

This year, Lake Lida is the first lake in 
Otter Tail County and western Min-
nesota to participate. Education and 
awareness of taking trash off the lake is 
the mission.  

New state law sets $100 fine 
for littering on lakes  

The State of Minnesota recognized the 
seriousness of the problem and passed a 
new law this year regarding trash and 
waste on ice. The law requires garbage, 
rubbish, cigarette filters, debris from 
fireworks, offal, the body of a dead ani-
mal, litter, sewage, and any other waste 
to be stored inside your shelter, motor 
vehicle, or any other conveyance- or in-
side a container that is secured to your 
shelter, motor vehicle or conveyance.  

The law also requires that waste be re-
moved from the ice by users and carries 
a $100 fine, plus administration and 
other fees, to those breaking this regula-
tion. 

Robyn Dwight, president of the Upper 
Red Lake Association and Keep It Clean 
Coalition member, said in a news release, 
“Prior to this law, it was very difficult for 
Minnesota DNR conservation officers to 
enforce any anti-littering efforts. This 
law is a game changer and puts the focus 
where it should be --on individual ac-
countability.” 
Lida LID’s mission is to preserve, 

protect, enhance lake 
The purpose of the Lida District is to 

preserve and protect the lakes and to in-
crease and enhance the use and enjoy-
ment of the lakes.  

“Lida is a wonderful resource that 
should be enjoyed by all. It’s great to see 
boaters in the summer and ice anglers on 
the lake in the winter,” stated David 
Hilber, Chair of the Board of Directors of 
LLID. “As we work to keep Lida clean, we 
ask lake users to be good stewards so the 
future of our lakes and streams are 
healthy and enjoyed by future genera-
tions.” 

Lida group looking into geo-text 
messaging to “keep it clean” 

Brian Graftaas, LLID Vice-Chair and 
Lake Management Committee Chair, 
added, “The LLID is taking several steps 
in an educational campaign to keep trash 
and waste off the lake. This will include 
signage at the north public lake access 
and Erv’s Landing on Highway 108. We 
have included messaging on the lakeli-
dalid.com website and Facebook page 
plus have posters at bait shops, retailers, 
and restaurants in our area to get the 
message out. LLID plans to use technol-
ogy to message anglers. We have applied 
for a grant to use geofencing on the lake 
to send a text to anyone going on the lake 
with a phone.” 

Ice bar, fishing derby to return  
to Lida this winter  

The LLID is also working with a local 
entrepreneur who plans to have a bar on 
the lake along with organizers of the Lida 
Fishing Derby. 

LLID recognizes having a bar on the 
ice is a concern to keep Lida clean. The 
Ice Hole Bar has been a fixture and at-
traction on Lake Lida for several years.  

The Depot, formally known as Hillbil-
lies, now operates the Ice Hole Bar, 
which they plan to open Fridays at 3 p.m. 
and Noon on Saturdays once the ice is 
thick enough during ice fishing season. 
LLID reached out to Ron Smith, the 
owner of The Depot and operator of the 
Ice Hole Bar. Together, they are working 
to keep the ice bar area clean. Smith ex-
pressed he wants his business and those 
who come to the Ice Hole Bar to be good 
stewards of the lake.  

“I live on Star Lake and share the same 
concerns with Lida Lake LID that we 
must keep our lakes clean. We take every 
precaution to ensure our Ice Hole area is 
clear of garbage and place portable rest-
rooms next to the ice bar. We also make 
sure everything we brought on the ice to 
set up the bar is removed from the ice in 
the Spring.” 

Slot limit reminder for Lida  
walleye, crappie  

As a reminder to anglers, Lida Lakes 
has slot limits for Walleye and Black 
Crappie. The Walleye regulation is a 17 -
26” inch protected slot limit, with one 
over 26” allowed in possession. The 
Black Crappie regulation is an 11” mini-
mum length limit. All other Minnesota 
fishing regulations apply. 

Keeping Minnesota lakes clear of waste 
and garbage is essential. In the past sev-
eral years, truckloads of waste have been 
removed from Lida after the ice fishing 
season. Removing waste and garbage off 
the ice keeps waste from polluting the 
lakes. Being good stewards of our water 
resources is vital for the future well-being 
of our lakes and rivers. 
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Lake Lida first area lake to tap into  
‘Keep it Clean’ initiative

Signs, polite messages from Lida Improvement district will thank  
ice shanty anglers for keeping frozen waters litter-free 

Lida Lakes Improvement District board members David Braton left, and David Hilber 
recently erected signage at Lida accesses promoting the “Keep Lida Clean Initiative.”


